CHAPTER 17

ToDAY’S TERRORISTS ARE
KHARIJITES
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ALTHOUGH WE HAVE DETAILED NUMEROUS HADITH REPORTS ABOUT
the Kharijites here, there are scores more that we have not
mentioned." There is no denying the fact that every era has its share
of people who possess the ideas, inclinations and proclivities of the
Kharijites. The Prophet g made it clear that these groups would
comprise immature youth who are sidetracked by propaganda and
brainwashing and encouraged to commit wanton acts of violence.

It is also clear from the hadith reports that the Kharijites are
not exclusive to any one given period and that they will continue
to appear until the emergence of the Anti-Christ. The Prophet #
said,
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‘There shall appear a group in the direction of the east
who will recite the Qur’an but it will not pass their
throats. Every time a generation of them appears it will
be cut down until the Anti-Christ appears from their last
remnants’.”

We see from this hadith that the Prophet & informed that the
Kharijites will continue to emerge and spread tumult until the
appearance of the Anti-Christ, which is one of the major portents
of the Final Hour. In the final days of his Umma, there shall
emerge a group with the faces of humans but with the hearts of
devils. Aba Hurayra & reported that the Prophet # said,
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T For a more detailed listing of hadith reports about the Kharijites, see my other
book, al-Intibab li al-khawarij wa al-harira.

* Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:209 §6952; al-Tabarani in
al-Mu‘jam al-awsat, 7:41 §6791; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 4:556 §8558; al-
Tayalist in al-Musnad, p. 302 §2293; and Abu Nu‘aym in Hilyat al-Awliya,
6:54.

Screen View Only—Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com



388 | FATWA oN TERRORISM AND SUICIDE BOMBINGS

o i Jsh Bl gl 2l K g T pdT s

PP N T A S S R BT E B T S N A T R
k) 00 L (e Sl L8 Gl Sl B 0k 58 Al O

‘In the final days there shall appear men who acquire the
world by means of the religion. In front of people they
will wear the garments of sheepskins, to exhibit their
gentility, and their tongues will be sweeter than sugar,
but their hearts will be those of wolves. God will say,
“Do they delude in My name, or do they act haughtily
before Me? I swear by My Being, I will surely send a
tribulation against them that will leave the [seemingly]
forbearing amongst them bewildered”.’!

‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas & reported that the Messenger of God g
said,
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‘In the final days there shall appear groups of people with
the faces of humans but with the hearts of devils, like that
of raging wolves. There will not be found in their hearts

even an iota of mercy. They will be given to shedding
blood in abundance. They will not have any compunction

' Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-zubd [The Book of
Renunciation], 4:604 §2404.
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in committing odious acts. If you pledge your fealty to
them they will betray you, and if you get away from
them [for your safety] they will backbite you. When they
speak to you they will lie, and if you trust them they will
betray their trust. The children amongst them will run the
household; the youth amongst them will be cunning; and
their elder [leader] will not enjoin the good and forbid the
evil. To feel honour through them is humiliation and to
seek what is in their hands [i.e., their ideologies and arms]
is poverty [it will destroy the economy]. The [seemingly]
forbearing one amongst them will be an allurer; the
one who enjoins the good and forbids the evil amongst
them will be suspect; the believer amongst them will be
weak; and the corrupt amongst them will be honoured.
The Sunna will be seen as blameworthy innovation, and
blameworthy innovation will be seen as Sunna. During
that time, their evil ones will gain authority over them,
and the best of them will supplicate [God] but they will
not be answered’."

These traditions vividly describe the traits possessed by the
modern-day terrorists. They have the faces of humans but the
hearts of devils. They are devoid of mercy and full of contempt for
others. They not only accuse Muslims of disbelief and polytheism,
but they also target them in attacks, kill them and—to add insult
to injury—film these gory scenes and disseminate them, thus
bringing Islam and Muslims into disrepute.

Ibn Taymiyya said,
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‘And likewise the Kharijites: since they were armed and
inclined to fight, their opposition to the community
[fjama‘a] manifested when they fought people. However,

' Narrated by al-Tabarani in al-Mujam al-kabir, 11:99 §11169; and in al-
Mu‘jam al-saghir, 2:111 §869.
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as for today, most people do not know of them [due to
their religious disguise]’."

This begs the question, if they were hidden before, how did they
become known? Ibn Taymiyya answered that, saying:
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The two innovations [declaring the Muslims disbelievers
and considering their property lawful] appeared when
“Uthman @& was killed during the turmoil, and during the
caliphate of the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Ali b. Ab1
Talib &. The Kharijites appeared by splitting off from
the community and declaring their blood and wealth
lawful, until the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib & fought against them—following the command of
the Prophet . Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal said, “The hadith
about them is authentic from ten different angles [chains
of narration]’. These [hadith reports] were narrated
by Muslim b. al-Hajjaj in his Sahih collection, and al-
Bukhari narrated a portion of them. The Companions
were in unanimous agreement that the Kharijites were
to be fought; to the point that Ibn ‘Umar ... said on

* Ibn Taymiyya, al-Nubuwwat, p. 222.
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his deathbed, ‘I regret nothing save that I did not fight
with ‘Alf against the rebellious faction’. By that he meant
the Kharijites. . . . [H]e only meant the ones who ‘passed
through’ [marigal, about whom the Prophet g said, ‘A
group will pass through [tamruqg] during a time in which
people are disunited; the closest of the two groups to the
truth will fight against them’. This is what Abt Sa‘id
narrated. Hence, when the statement of the Prophet #
regarding the Kharijites reached Ibn ‘Umar, he felt regret
that he did not fight against them."

From all of this we can gather that people generally mistake the
Kharijites for righteous people due to their outward appearance and
ostensible religiosity; however, they reveal their true colours when
they take up arms and murder harmless people. The Kharijites are
not identified by the name ‘Kharijite’ written on their foreheads;
they are identified as Kharijites by their barbaric actions.

17.1 CONDEMNATION OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE KHARIJITE
TERRORISTS

There are some people who have a soft spot in their hearts for the
Kharijite terrorists. They do not consider them evil, and might
even offer them physical, financial or moral support. Those who
support the Kharijites are called Qa‘diyya [literally, ‘the sitters’].
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani said,
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“The Qa‘diyya are a folk from the Kharijites who held
the beliefs of the latter but would only justify rebellion,
without actually participating in it’.*

Elsewhere he wrote,
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T Ibid., pp. 222-223.

* Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari, 1:432.
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“The Kharijites are those who censured ‘Al1 & because of
the act of arbitration, and disavowed themselves from him
and ‘Uthman @& and his family and fought against them.
If their charge of disbelief is general [to everyone except
them], they are considered of the extreme [Kharijites].
The Qa‘diyya justify rebelling against the Muslim
governments but do not participate in it directly’.”

In Tabdhib al-tahdhib, he said,
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“The Qa‘diyya are Kharijites who do not believe in waging
war; rather, they censure the unjust rulers according to
their ability, invite others to their belief, and in addition
to that, they beautify and justify rebellion [through
religious garbs]’.”

In general, the Qa‘diyya do not openly express their views.
They work behind the scenes and support those who rebel. They
sow the seeds of dissension, disruption and strife in the hearts
of people, which is especially dangerous when conducted by one
who is eloquent and who mixes his speech with references to the
Sunna.

17.2 AN IMPORTANT JURISTIC ISSUE: LABELLING THE
TERRORISTS AS KHARIJITES 1S BASED ON THE QUR’AN AND
SUNNA, NOT INDEPENDENT REASONING [IJTIHAD]

Our judgement that the terrorists of today are Kharijites is not
based on independent reasoning; rather, it is based on the Qur’an

T Ibid., 1:459.
* Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdbib al-tahdhib, 8:114.
Screen View Only—Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com



TopAY’s TERRORISTS ARE KHARIJITES | 393

and the Sunna. The Kharijites are not merely the sect of old that
rebelled against our master, ‘Al1 & . Certainly, they were their
vanguard, but, as we have mentioned, the tribulation of the
Kharijites has emerged time and time again, and will continue to
emerge until the appearance of the Anti-Christ.
According to Sharik b. Shihab &, the Messenger of God 4 said
about the Kharijites,
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“They shall continue to appear until the last of them
appears with the Anti-Christ [al-Dajjal]; so you should
kill them when you encounter them [in the battlefield].
They are the most evil of the creation’.”

Similarly, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and Imam Ibn Abi Shayba
narrated,
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“They will not cease to emerge, until the last group of
them emerges [with the Anti-Christ]; so you should kill
them when you encounter them [in the battlefield]. They

are the most evil of creation’. He repeated these words
three times.”

And Imam al-Hakim narrated a hadith report with these words,
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T Narrated by al-Nasa’t in al-Sunan: Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book on the
Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His
Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119 §4103; al-Nasa’1 in al-Sunan al-
kubra, 2:312 §3566; al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 9:294 §3846; and al-Tayalisi in
al-Musnad, 1:124 §923.

* Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:421 §19798; Ibn Abi
Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:559 §37917; and al-Ruyani in al-Musnad, 2:26
§766.
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“They will not cease to emerge, until the last group of
them comes forth [with the Anti-Christ]; so you should
kill them when you encounter them [in the battlefield].
[According to Hammad, a reporter of the tradition:]
“The Messenger of God g repeated these words three
times.” [Hammad said:] The Messenger of God g added:

» 51

“They will not turn from their doctrine and ideology”.

In the preceding hadith reports, the Messenger of God g has
clarified that the rebels will continuously form groups and emerge
in Muslim states and societies. The word, 1 yazalana yakhrujina,
[they will not cease to emerge] indicate that all these groups will
be Kharijites and will continue to appear until their last party rise
with the Anti-Christ before the end of time.

17.3 SUMMARY

This detailed discussion highlighting the signs, traits and features
of the Kharijites proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that the
modern-day terrorists are their contemporary embodiment. It is,
therefore, our religious and national duty to expose them who
they are and detail the threat they pose to peace and coexistence.

Although they mask themselves with the garb of religion, we
should not be fooled, for their mischief and evil show us who they
really are. They have no connection with Islam, no matter what
religious trappings they take on. They are outside of the fold of
Islam and have passed through it just as an arrow passes through
a hunted game; their criminal acts cannot be associated with Islam
or the Muslims.

Both the early and latter-day Islamic scholars have unanimously
agreed that—in the light of the Qur’anic verses and hadith
reports—the Kharijite terrorists have nothing to do with Islam.
Traditional Islamic teachings hold that such people are rebels

' Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:160 §2647; and al-Haythami in
Majma“ al-Zawaid, 6:229.
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and that it is the duty of the state to eliminate them. Having said
that, a word of caution must be mentioned: the duty of removing
the Kharijite cancer from society is the responsibility of the state
alone. Vigilantism is not allowed in the Islamic Sacred Law. No
individual or private band of citizens is allowed to take up arms
against terrorists with the intention of eliminating them and
restoring peace in society. Such a venture will inevitably lead to
more harm than good and bring about drastic consequences.

The Messenger of God # foretold the perpetual emergence
and rising of Kharijites in every era in the form of well-organized
militant groups to put the Muslims on alert, and so that they
might recognize them. The Muslims should not be mistaken by
their guised faces and appearances, slogans and high claims on
Shariah. Simultaneously, he declared that the state must come into
action to eliminate them, in order to save the peaceful community
from their terror, bloodshed and plunder. That is the reason
why the Companions & joined our master ‘Al & to uproot the
terrorists, the Kharijites, at state level and founded a tradition for
the coming generations.
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